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I. Situation and Outlook

On May 2, 2002, the Polish Veterinary Inspectorate detected Poland’s first BSE case in an old cow slaughtered
in southern Poland.   As a result, Russia, Lithuania, Estonia, Romania, Bulgaria, Slovakia and Ukraine banned
imports of Polish beef (Russia and Bulgaria allowed for importation of certified beef originating from animals
younger than 24 months of age).   The European Union (EU) did not ban imports of beef from Poland, because
imports of beef from Poland are already subject to strict EU controls.  At the end of 2000, the EU ranked Poland
among countries with high risk of BSE and permitted imports of beef only from 20 meat plants.  These plants
must guarantee that cattle is procured only from farms which did not use animal origin feeds in feeding cattle
and on which there were no suspicious cattle deaths.   In addition, plants separate high risk material from
carcasses and are under continuous inspection by the national veterinary service.  Plants eligible for export of
beef to the EU are regularly audited by EU veterinary inspectors.   The United States has banned imports of beef
and beef products from Poland since1999 based on APHIS determination that the Polish system of monitoring
for BSE was inadequate and did not meet U.S. standards.

Beef Consumption

In the last decade, beef consumption in Poland dropped by over 60 percent as a result of substitution of beef by
poultry meat and since 1998, because of consumer fears of BSE.  It is estimated that half of domestically
produced beef is added to pork sausages or canned meat products and exported or consumed locally.  Another
50 percent of beef is sold as fresh meat on the domestic market.  The quality of fresh beef is very low; it
originates from culled cows and is mostly used for cooking broth. 

Information about the first case of BSE in Poland dominated the Polish media for three days but then almost
totally disappeared.   Polish consumers had already reduced consumption of beef in 2000 by 25 percent
following outbreaks of BSE in Western Europe.  It is estimated that news of the first confirmed case of BSE in
Poland will reduce domestic consumption of beef in 2002 by an additional six percent.  Most of the reduction
will occur in consumption of fresh beef.  Consumption of beef in the form of pork/beef sausage is expected to
remain unchanged.   Production of pork sausages, which are very popular among Polish consumers, requires
addition of 5-15 percent of beef for technical processing reasons.  However, many consumers are unaware that
they consume beef in so-called "pork" sausages.  

Just after announcement of the BSE outbreak in Poland, prices for beef dropped by an estimated 10 to 15
percent.  However, because of its low quality, domestic beef is one of the cheapest meat items on the Polish
market, so many poorer consumers continue to buy it regardless of BSE concerns.   Most of the reduction of
beef consumption occurs among middle class consumers who substitute poultry meat for beef.   Substitution of
poultry meat for beef is expected to increase in the second half of 2002 and into 2003 as overproduction of
poultry meat causes declining prices making poultry meat increasingly attractive for consumers.  
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Trade

The ban on import of Polish beef introduced in May 2002 by several countries will adversely impact Polish
exports.  In 2001, Polish exports of beef to countries which banned imports as a result of BSE accounted for 30
percent of total Polish beef exports.  It is estimated that total exports of beef in 2002 will decrease by 30 percent
compared to 2001.   The extent of the reduction of beef exports in 2002 and 2003 will depend on whether new
cases of BSE occur in Poland.   

Poland’s exports of beef on hoof may also be in jeopardy.  Poland traditionally exports young fattening cattle to
Western Europe.  In 2001, Poland exported an estimated 400,000 head of young fattening cattle, mostly to Italy,
Israel, Croatia and Bosnia & Hercegovina.  So far, none of these countries have banned imports of Polish beef
or beef cattle.

Poland imports very small amounts of high quality U.S. beef.  According to the main importer of U.S. beef
steaks, the first BSE incident in Poland resulted in a slight increase in demand for imported high quality beef by
restaurants and hotels whose customers fear Polish origin beef.   According to importers, demand for U.S. origin
tripe, the largest volume beef item imported from the United States, has not changed as a result of the BSE
outbreak in Poland.             

II. Statistical Tables

Meat, Beef and Veal
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UNCLASSIFIED Foreign Agricultural Service/USDA

PSD Table
Country Poland
Commodity Meat, Beef and Veal (1000 MT CWE)(1000 HEAD)

Revised 2001 Preliminary 2002 Forecast 2003
Old New Old New Old New

Market Year Begin 01/2001 01/2002 01/2003
Slaughter (Reference) 2300 2300 2200 2050 0 1950
Beginning Stocks 20 20 25 45 25 65
Production 305 305 290 275 0 250
Intra EC Imports 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other Imports 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL Imports 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL SUPPLY 325 325 315 320 25 315
Intra EC Exports 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other Exports 38 30 40 20 0 19
TOTAL Exports 38 30 40 20 0 19
Human Dom. Consumption 246 250 238 235 0 226
Other Use, Losses 16 0 12 0 0 0
TOTAL Dom. Consumption 262 250 250 235 0 226
Ending Stocks 25 45 25 65 0 70
TOTAL DISTRIBUTION 325 325 315 320 0 315
Calendar Yr. Imp. from U.S. 0 0 0 0 0 0
Calendar Yr. Exp. to U.S. 0 0 0 0 0 0

Export Trade Matrix, Beef and Veal

Export Trade Matrix
Country Poland Units: Tons
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UNCLASSIFIED Foreign Agricultural Service/USDA

Commodity Meat, Beef and
Veal

Partial Begin Jan

Partial End March
Exports for: 2001 2002 2003 2001 2002

Full Full Full Partial Partial
U.S.
Others
Italy 5951 6000 7000 1207 n/a
Germany 1929 2000 2500 156 n/a
Sweden 1707 1800 2000 486 n/a
Russia 7747 2000 0 127 n/a
Romania 1928 500 0 0 n/a
Macedonia 1920 2000 2500 225 n/a
Bosnia&Herceg. 250 300 500 20 n/a
Ukraine 1233 300 0 0 n/a
Bulgaria 420 100 0 120 n/a
Estonia 1821 450 0 1180 n/a
Total for Others 24906 15450 14500 3521 0
Others not Listed 3841 4550 4500 901
Grand Total 28747 20000 19000 4422 0

Import Trade Matrix, Beef and Veal

Import Trade Matrix
Country Poland Units: Tons
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UNCLASSIFIED Foreign Agricultural Service/USDA

Commodity Meat, Beef and
Veal

Partial Begin Jan

Partial End March
Imports for: 2001 2002 2003 2001 2002

Full Full Full Partial Partial
U.S. 5 8 10 1 n/a
Others
Hungary 21 20 20 0 n/a
Slovakia 11 10 10 0 n/a
Sweden 26 30 30 21 n/a
Austria 1 0 0 0 n/a

Total for Others 59 60 60 21 0
Others not Listed 1 5 5 2
Grand Total 65 73 75 24 0

Prices Table, Beef

Prices Table
Country Poland
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UNCLASSIFIED Foreign Agricultural Service/USDA

Commodity Meat, Beef and
Veal

Prices in zlotys per uom kilogram of roast
beef - bone in

Year 2001 2002 % Change
Jan 10.72 10.8 0.75%
Feb 10.67 10.8 1.22%
Mar 10.56 10.75 1.80%
Apr 10.44
May 10.42
Jun 10.4
Jul 10.47

Aug 10.55
Sep 10.67
Oct 10.7
Nov 10.74
Dec 10.75

Exchange Rate 4.09 Local currency/US
$


